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[bookmark: statement]Statement
Effective January 1, 2027, all CoARC-accredited respiratory care programs that utilize one or more Off-Campus Laboratory Sites (OCLS) and are not already recognized as consortium-sponsored programs shall, by default, be classified by CoARC as consortium-sponsored programs for accreditation purposes.
This classification recognizes that operating instructional laboratory facilities at more than one institution requires shared responsibility for the delivery of the educational program and therefore meets CoARC’s definition of a consortium under Standard 1.02.
[bookmark: standard-1.02-requirements]Standard 1.02 Requirements
Consistent with CoARC Standard 1.02, when more than one institution sponsors a program:
· At least one member of the consortium must meet the requirements of Standard 1.01.
· The consortium must be capable of providing all resources necessary to support the program.
· A formal written agreement (e.g., affiliation agreement, memorandum of understanding, or other legally binding document) must exist between the participating institutions. Base sponsor programs that are only adding OCLS site(s) may complete a memorandum of understanding in lieu of a consortium agreement.
· The agreement must clearly delineate responsibility for all aspects of the program, including, but not limited to:
· Instruction;
· Student supervision;
· Educational and physical resources;
· Required reporting;
· Governance;
· Administrative oversight; and
· Lines of authority.
[bookmark: program-requirements]Program Requirements
Programs affected by this policy shall:
1. Notify CoARC of all institutions serving as Off-Campus Laboratory Sites.
1. Submit documentation demonstrating compliance with Standard 1.02, including executed consortium agreements.
1. Ensure that all participating institutions understand and accept their respective responsibilities for program administration and educational delivery.
1. Maintain current consortium documentation and provide updates to CoARC whenever participating institutions or governance arrangements change.
[bookmark: implementation]Implementation
Current programs and new programs that currently operate or plan on establishing an Off-Campus Laboratory Site on or after January 1, 2027, shall be considered consortium-sponsored upon approval of the OCLS and must demonstrate compliance with Standard 1.02 before implementation. The 2027 CoARC annual accreditation fees for a single base sponsor are $3200 and for a consortium-based sponsor the fee is $4000. Additionally, each individual OCLS fee was reduced from $750 last year to $400 for 2027. Below is a link to the CoARC accreditation fee schedule: https://coarc.com/accreditation/accreditation-fees/ .

[bookmark: commission-authority]Commission Authority
CoARC reserves the authority to determine whether an educational arrangement constitutes a consortium based on the operational structure of the program. The existence of an Off-Campus Laboratory Site at a separate institution will be presumed to establish a consortium relationship unless CoARC determines that the arrangement does not meet the criteria for consortium classification.
If you have additional billing, questions please contact Dr. Shane Keene shane@coarc.com.

