Accreditation Status Legend


(+)The plus symbol indicates that the program has one or more components to the base program, such as Satellite, Additional Degree Track (ADT), and/or Sleep Disorder Specialist add-on program.

(200-level- Entry into Respiratory Care Professional Practice programs): Programs that prepare graduates with demonstrated competence in the cognitive (knowledge), psychomotor (skills), and affective (behavior) learning domains of respiratory care practice as performed by Registered Respiratory Therapists (RRTs). 200-level program graduates can earn both the National Board for Respiratory Care (NBRC) Certified Respiratory Therapist (CRT) and RRT credentials. Programs in this category are subcategorized as Entry into Professional Practice base programs (200-level), Entry into Professional Practice Additional Degree Track (ADT), baccalaureate (210-level), and Entry into Professional Practice Additional Degree Track (ADT) Master’s (220-level).
(300-level- Satellite programs): These are programs offered by a base program at a location separate from the base program but within the U.S. and its Territories, at which all core Respiratory Care didactic and laboratory courses are available. This does not pertain to sites used by a completely online/distance education program for individual students or to base programs with students attending one or more classes via distance learning technologies. Satellite location(s) function under the direction of the Key Personnel of the base program.
(400-level- Sleep Disorders Specialist programs): Programs that prepare sleep disorder specialists with demonstrated competence in the cognitive (knowledge), psychomotor (skills), and affective (behavior) learning domains of polysomnography practice as performed by sleep disorder specialists (SDS). 400-level program graduates have the opportunity to earn both the NBRC SDS credential and Board of Registered Polysomnographic Technologists (BRPT) Registered Polysomnographic Technologist (RPSGT) credential.

(500-level- Degree Advancement programs): Programs that meet the needs of practicing respiratory therapists who have already completed an accredited respiratory care program with an Entry into Respiratory Care Professional Practice degree and wish to obtain advanced training in Respiratory Care. Advanced educational experiences designed to enhance a respiratory therapist's ability to function in clinical, teaching, administrative, or research environments are essential components of DA programs.

(600-level -Advanced Practice Respiratory Therapist (APRT): Programs that train Registered Respiratory Therapists (RRTs) to provide advanced, evidence-based, diagnostic and therapeutic clinical practice and disease management. All APRT students must be graduates of a CoARC-accredited Entry into Respiratory Care Professional Practice degree program and hold the Registered Respiratory Therapist (RRT) credential prior to entry into the program.

Provisional Accreditation: This status signifies that, following the granting of an Approval of Intent, a program has, through the completion and submission of an acceptable Provisional Accreditation Self-Study Report (PSSR) and any other documentation required by the CoARC, as well as the completion of a satisfactory initial site visit, demonstrated sufficient compliance with the Standards to initiate a program.  The program will remain on Provisional Accreditation until it achieves Continuing Accreditation. Only students graduating after the date of conferral of Provisional Accreditation are considered graduates of a CoARC-accredited program.  Provisional Accreditation status is recognized by the National Board for Respiratory Care (NBRC) as providing program graduates with eligibility for the Respiratory Care Credentialing Examination(s). 

Continuing Accreditation: Continuing Accreditation is conferred when: 1) an established program with Continuing Accreditation demonstrates ongoing compliance with the Standards determined by a satisfactory Continuing Accreditation self-study report and site visit, or 2) a program holding Provisional Accreditation has demonstrated compliance with the Standards during the Provisional Accreditation period.

Probationary Accreditation: Probationary Accreditation is a temporary status of accreditation (maximum duration of two (2) years) conferred when an accredited program is not in compliance with one or more Standards and/or Policies, and progress reports submitted do not demonstrate correction of these deficiencies. Probationary Accreditation can also be conferred when a sponsor receives an adverse action, as described in CoARC Policy 1.07. Following the conferral of Probationary Accreditation, the program must file a Probation Report as directed by the CoARC Executive Office. If/when, to the satisfaction of CoARC, the program can rectify all the deficiencies that resulted in Probationary Accreditation, and thereby achieve compliance with the Standards, the CoARC will remove the probationary status.

If the program remains out of compliance with the Standards at the end of the first year of the two-year probationary period, the CoARC may withdraw accreditation unless it determines that the program is making a good-faith effort to come into compliance with the Standards. The CoARC defines a “good faith effort” as 1) a completed comprehensive assessment of the non-compliant Standard(s) under review; 2) development of an appropriate plan for achieving Standards’ compliance within a reasonable time frame (not to exceed the two-year probationary period); 3) a detailed timeline for completion of the plan; 4) evidence that the plan has been implemented according to the established timeline; and, 5) evidence that the program is making progress toward achieving compliance as stated in the plan.  It is the program’s responsibility to make the case that a good-faith effort has been made.  If compliance with all Standards is not demonstrated within the two (2) years following conferral of Probationary Accreditation, accreditation will be withheld or withdrawn.  In no case will probation status exceed 2 years. Programs on Probationary Accreditation are prohibited from increasing cohort and enrollment numbers until Probationary Accreditation is removed.   Enrolled students graduating from a program under Probationary Accreditation are considered graduates of a CoARC-accredited program.




